
The Varsity team is currently 5-6 and 1-2 in the 

region. The Lady Jackets have been led by Jun-

ior Nadia Ogene and Freshman Carly Ridge on 

the offensive side of the ball. Ridge has hit 24 

three pointers on the young season and Ogene 

is leading the team in scoring at 13 points per 

game.  Freshman Marchelle Lunsford is leading 

the charge on the defensive side of the ball with 

36 steals and 85 rebounds. She pulled down 15 

boards helping lead the Lady Jackets to their 

latest victory over Lassiter.  There have been a 

number of bright spots to the season and all the 

girls have contributed to the teams overall suc-

cess. 
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Written by David Poteet 

Members of the Sprayberry Lady Jacket basketball team are up for 

adoption, but don't expect to see the players in an orphanage . 

A Dec. 5 visit by the high schoolers to the Dogwood Forest Assisted 

living facility in Marietta led to the team jumping at the chance 

to  unofficially adopt members of the facility, located off Roswell 

Road. It also left the team grateful for those at the facility and the les-

sons that can be learned reaching out to those who can use a smile, 

mixed in with some added attention. 

"I think going to visit (Dogwood Forest) meant the world to the people 

there, and it taught the girls about giving back to people," said Lady Jacket Coach Mark Giles. "Through this 

community service, the girls are learning they live in more than a bubble. The experience was rewarding for 

all of us, and we invited anyone at the facility out to see a game. Bad weather made it hard for them to get 

here, so we have invited them again to our games Jan. 2 against Lassiter and Jan. 9, when we play Kell." 

The pairing of young and old started when Giles asked Emery Williams, an assistant with the team, to find a 

community service his girls and others might find beneficial. Williams said with Sprayberry Principal Ed 

Wagner stressing community service, he wanted to take a different angle on how to teach team players to help 

others, even though he wasn't sure what the results would be." 

"We looked at helping youth in the community, but we felt that the elderly would be able to understand and 

appreciate our efforts," said Williams. "The girls on the team are still talking about it and are excited about 

them (Dogwood Forest members) coming to the game. The communication was open, and everyone had good 

eye contact. I didn't really expect to see that. There was genuine respect on both sides."  

While at the facility, players played games with Dogwood Forest members and provided them with beads and 

pom poms. Some even used the moment to dance with those at the assisted living facility."  ...Cont. on P4 

Victoria and Sydnee visiting with a  

resident of Dogwood Forest 
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Young Lady Jackets Learning òOn The Jobó 
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òTeamwork is the 

fuel that allows 

common people to  

produce 

uncommon 

resultsó 

The JV update 

The Freshman Update 

The Coaches Corner 
FROM THE DESK OF 

COACH GILES:  

The Lady Jacketôs are off to 

a great start in the New 

Year completing a season 

sweep of our rival Lassiter. 

As we begin the heart of 

our region schedule I would 

like to take a moment to 

look back at some of the 

memorable moments that 

took place over the past few 

weeks.  The varsity team 

adopted the assisted living 

facility Dogwood Forest 

and stopped by before the 

holidays to visit with the 

residents.  The JV and 9th 

grade teams both had good 

showings at the North 

Paulding Tournament and 

both teams head into 2010 

with winning records.   

There are some exciting 

moments ahead as we start 

the second half of the sea-

son.  Marchelle Lunsford 

was recently named Player 

of the Month by the Cobb 

County Tip Off Club and 

will receive her award in 

the coming week and on 

January 15th we will have 

our first Call for Cure game 

vs. Hiram.  We are trying to 

PINK out the gym on the 

15th and will have Call for 

the Cure t-shirts available to 

purchase at upcoming home 

games for anyone wanting 

to donate to the cause.  

There are a lot of games left 

to be played and I look for-

ward to seeing you at the 

gym cheering on the girls!  

Go Lady Jackets! 

Coach Williamôs 9th grade 

team is also on a roll with a 

5-3 record and is playing 

great basketball.  These 

girls really get after it on 

both sides of the floor.  Chi-

anti Wilson and Shacarri 

Ingram have helped lead the 

9th grade offense.  Diamond 

Johnson has been a force on 
 

the glass leading the team in 

rebounding and as a group 

they are playing stellar de-

fense. 

Coach Blackmanôs JV 

squad has been playing 

great basketball this season. 

The girls are 7-3 and are 

four points away from be-

ing 9-1.  The JV squad has 

been led by Shadae Pete 

and Jasmine Hightower 

who are both averaging 7 

points a game.  They apply 

relentless pressure on the 

defensive end of the court 

with Victoria Jones leading 

the way.  If you have not 

seen these girls play you 

need to because they are fun 

to watch! 

L A D Y  J A C K E T  P R E S S  

WWW.LADYJACKETBASKETBALL.COM  
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directly, she said her experience at the Chicago home assisted her in adapt-

ing to the assisted living environment. 

"Knowing my mom's experience helped, and I understood this was a chance 

to give the people we visited a chance to feel important," said Ogene. "They 

are important, and it was fun." 

The players weren't the only ones who learned a lesson during the trip. Giles 

said the experience led to some thinking on his part. 

"When I was looking at all the girls faces while we were there, it reminded 

me there's more to it than basketball," said Giles, whose team is off to a 3-0 

start. "And I learned I need to do things like that more often. We want them 

to come see the game here, and I'd like to go back." 

And will Giles' team see him dance with facility members? 

"No," Giles said with a smile. "I couldn't do that to them." 

"Our kids danced with some of the people," said Williams. 

"The men really got a kick out of it." 

Senior guard Ashley Speck said the visit was "fun and re-

warding,"  but it took a few minutes to adjust to the situation 

once at the facility. 

"At first I was nervous," Speck said. "But once I got used to 

the environment, it was a lot of fun. I learned it's not about us 

all the time but about giving back in some way too." 

Nadia Ogene, a junior forward for the team, had experienced 

some time at an assisted living facility for the mentally 

handicapped in her youth when her mother worked at one in 

Chicago. While not comparing the two different facilities 

Dogwood Forest (contõd) 

11/17/09 Pebblebrook (Scrimmage)  W 36-30 

12/01/09 Centennial  W 49-34 

12/04/09 Lassiter W 41-38 

12/08/09 Paulding  W 59-36 

12/11/09 Woodland  L 41-43 

12/12/09 NW Whitfield L 27-74 

12/14/09 Pope L 46-55 

12/21/09 St. Frances L 42-44 

12/22/09 Pebblebrook W 46-27 

12/23/09 Pope L 37-48 

12/30/09 Centennial L 32-51 

1/2/10 Lassiter  W 45-37 

1/8/10 North Paulding Postponed  

1/9/10 Kell  Postponed  

1/12/10 Cass  6:00 

1/15/10 Hiram (PINK OUT)  6:00 

1/16/10 Rome 3:00 

1/19/10 S. Paulding  6:00 

1/22/10 Sequoyah 6:00 

1/23/10 Kell 4:00 

1/26/10 Hillgrove 6:00 

1/29/10 Dalton  6:00 

1/30/10 Pope 4:00 

2/2/10 Allatoona 6:00 

2/6/10 Murray County 4:00 

2/9/10 Osborne (SENIOR NIGHT)  6:00 

2/17-2/21 Region Tournament  TBA 

Region 7-AAAA Standings (1/10/10) 

Home Games are highlighted gold 

Region 7 -AAAA  

Subregion A  Subregion B  

Rome 4-0 13-0 Osborne 3-1 9-2 

NW Whitfield 3-0 11-2 Hillgrove 3-1 9-4 

Dalton 3-1 12-3 S. Paulding 1-2 8-6 

Sequoyah 2-1 9-4 Sprayberry 1-2 5-6 

Woodland 3-1 7-5 Allatoona 0-2 7-4 

Cass 2-2 5-5 Hiram 0-3 6-8 

Murray Co. 0-3 3-10 Paulding Co. 0-3 3-8 

    N. Paulding 0-3 0-13 

WWW.LADYJACKETBASKETBALL.COM  

Call for the Cure is Friday, January 15. Spray-

berry will be playing Hiram and we will be col-

lecting donations for the Susan G. Komen foun-

dation as well as selling pink-out shirts. There 

will also be an opportunity for people to shoot 

half-court shots at halftime of the boys game, 

with that money going towards breast cancer 

research. Girls game starts at 6. Boys following 

at 7:30. 



Sprayberry High School "The Hive" 

2525 Sandy Plains Road 

Marietta, GA 30066 

Phone: 770-578-3200 

Region Champions:    1970, 1971,    

       1977, 1981,  

       1990, 1991 

 

State Playoffs:     1965, 1970,              

      1971, 1977,  

      1981, 1990,  

      1991, 1992,  

      2001, 2002,    

                       2007, 2008 

State Champions:    1971 

Sprayberry Lady Jacket Basketball 

 

Principal: Ed Wagner 

Athletic Director: Tim Crunk 

Come find the Sprayberry 

Lady Jacket group on 

FACEBOOK! 
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12/01/09 Centennial  L 

12/04/09 Lassiter W 

12/08/09 Paulding  W 

12/11/09 Woodland  W 

12/14/09 Pope L 

12/19/09 Dalton (N. Paulding) W 

12/21/09 Murray Co. (N. Paulding) W 

12/22/09 NW Whitfield (N. Paulding) L 

12/30/09 Centennial W 

1/2/10 Lassiter  W 

1/8/10 North Paulding TBA 

1/9/10 Kell  TBA 

1/16/10 Rome 12:00 

1/19/10 S. Paulding  4:30 

1/23/10 Kell 1:00 

1/26/10 Hillgrove 4:30 

1/29/10 Dalton  4:30 

2/6/10 Murray County 1:00 

2/9/10 Osborne  4:30 

12/01/09 Centennial  L 

12/04/09 Pope W 

12/11/09 Woodland  W 

12/14/09 Pope  W 

12/19/09 S. Paulding (N. Paulding) W 

12/21/09 Creekview (N. Paulding) L 

12/22/09 NW Whitfield (N. Paulding) L 

12/30/09 Centennial W 

1/9/10 Kell  TBA 

1/12/10 Hillgrove 4:30 

1/15/10 North Cobb 7:30 

1/19/10 S. Paulding 7:30 

1/22/10 Sequoyah  7:30 

1/23/10 Kell 2:30 

1/26/10 Hillgrove  6:00 

1/29/10 North Cobb  6:00 

1/30/10 Paulding Co. (Woodland) 12:00 

1/30/10 TBD (Woodland) 6:00 

2/6/10 Woodland TBA 

Junior Varsity Schedule  Freshman Schedule  


